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I, myself, know that | cannot give
much compared to how much he
did for me. God’s love is greater
than any other. But lwasn’t able to
understand how much he loved,
and still loves me. In the midst of
my struggles | felt that he wasn’t
there, that he didn’t care.

But all along he was by my side,
and he never let me go through
it alone. But why is it that you
tell us we're perfect? How can
we feel perfect when you are the
ALMIGHTY God, who is perfect in
every single way? We don’t even
compare to you, yet you make
us feel loved. We feel your grace
and mercy through our very souls
EVEN THOUGH we know that we
don’t deserveit at all. Nada. Zero.

But | personally think that is why
he is such a wonderful God. A jeal-
ous God that cares, loves, and tells
us we are perfect because we were
made in his very hands. Shaped
and cared for. Made without a sin-
gle mistake. Sometimes, | feel like
every single part of me is a flaw.
But you see, compared to God, |
am a complete flaw. | don’t have
just one flaw. But every single part
of meis a flaw.

However, God looks past my
flaws, and sees the very good in
me. That very good thing is His
blood, the very same blood that
he shed on the cross. THAT is why
he loves me. Because even though
| don’t deserve His grace and mer-
cy, I love him. He understands that
| make mistakes, and that | can’t
be perfect even if | wanted to be.
But he tells
me, | AM his
daughter, |
AM loved, |
WILL  love,
and | DO
love. Jane Ma

Passionate Unity

Coming to a new church in ICCC, it was hard for
me to call this place home. Especially after all the
memories, friends, teachers, and pastors that | had
left behind at my old church. I had trouble getting
along with anyone and overall, church had turned
into a painful waste of time. | maintained that atti-
tude throughout the year coming and leaving right
after Sunday services and never attending church
events. Naturally, | grew distant from God. The
Summer Retreat was announced, but | didn't care
since | wasn't going to go... was what | thought. At
the last minute I had a change of heart since | was
bored out of my mind at home during my Summer
Break. The entire bus ride | was filled with con-
tempt. Why am | even going to this waste of time
and money? Why is everyone so loud when | want
to sleep?! My cold and insensitive heart remained
through the first day of the retreat.

On the first night as | walked to the restroom from
my room, | overheard some screaming from the
main room. | leaned in a little closer and it was the
sound of prayer. The leaders were screaming in
prayer. [t was very intense and awkward for me as |
pretended that it wasn't what | thought it was. The
next day we had all gathered in the main room to
have our noon service and as all the kids chatted
and settled down | heard screaming again. At the
front of the room was the worship team screaming
in prayer. | was confused and uncomfortable. So |
decided to pray. God... please just let me experi-
ence that kind of passion and joy.

I didn't think much of my prayer as | always had,
they were just words | spoke. Next thing you know
everyone is screaming out the worship songs with
their hands lifted. Tears are falling, students are
falling down on their knees in prayer, just a night
filled with passion for God. God's presence was tru-
ly there and it could most definitely be felt. | wor-
shipped my heart out. Trying to hit high notes that

| would never try because I'm
horrible at singing, lifting my ; |
hands up, and just having % 4
so much fun worshipping. ’ < -y
After the service, all | could \ /o, \’
do was shed tears. God had .

answered my prayer.. Me. Chris Choe
The same kid who had turned away from him all
year. For the first time in forever, I felt as if God was
with me and that | could put all my faith into him.
That night, God touched the hearts of many of the
students and being able to talk with my brothers
in small group and witness the changes occurring
not only in me, but in other students was a bless-
ing.

It also helped me realize that the whole time |
was at ICCC, | had all of these brothers and sisters
around me at ICCC, but | was too stubborn and
proud to talk and get to know them. The retreat
from that moment on was all about bonding with
as much people as | could, building my relation-
ship with God, and having fun. The third night of
retreat came and the same passion and joy filled
the worship room. Instead this time, all | could do
was fall on my knees and cry. These tears were not
tears of sadness, but tears of joy and awe. God had
shown me so much at this retreat so far and | was
extremely thankful that he accepted me with open
arms when | called for him. No matter how distant
we may get from him and how much sin we may
indulge in, God is always waiting for us with open
and loving arms.

I am truly thankful to have been able to be at this
retreat and experience our merciful and loving
God. It was unforgettable and will certainly stay en-
graved in my mind. It's a shame that | won't have
much time to spend with my brothers and sisters
at ICCC, but I will wholeheartedly love you guys
with all my heart forever!
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19514 Rinaldi St. Northridge, CA 91326

13808 Imperial Hwy, Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670

12631 E. Imperial Hwy #F134, Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670



